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It was a full house at Seaside Stitchers yesterday. The Methodist Church Hall was filled with folks
working alongside each other, chatting about anything and everything, expressing words of
encouragement and sharing their appreciation of the abilities, skills and efforts of those around
them.

Forgive us if this sounds like we're blowing our own trumpet, but in reality it’s led us to reflect
on the importance and value of the clubs, societies and organisations run by volunteers within
the village and Pett Level. We are lucky enough to have a very diverse range of clubs on offer
locally and there really is something for everyone, from sports to board games, gardening to
crafts and much more besides. Running a club however small, requires energy, organisation and
commitment, so on behalf of the village we would just like to say a very big thank you to those
who give up their time to provide us with these fantastic opportunities to socialise and widen our
knowledge base within a huge range of subjects.

Donna and Loulsa

Dear Editors

The trustees of Marsham CLT would like to apologize and say how sorry we are that the planned
public event on Oct 9th was postponed.

It was such a shame that circumstances beyond our control caused the postponement.
Plans are in place to reschedule the meeting for Dec 2nd and please pencil this date in the
diary.

All being well, we will confirm the date in the next edition of the parish news.

Tim Jury

Note to Is he one of us?

In my article last month about the word class | said that | did not know what connection Vice
Admiral Sir George Warrender had with Rye which could lead to his memorial stone in St.
Mary’s, Rye. Now, thanks to Pett Magazine reader Roger Smolski, | know that the missing link
was his widow, Maud.

Sir George died in 1917 and his funeral and internment took place in London at the Church of
the Annunciation, Marble Arch. His widow, Maud Warrender supported a number of charities
and played an active role in St. Mary’s, Rye and she was responsible for commissioning the
memorial stone. She was a good contralto singer and as well as singing in the church choir, she
gave recitals in aid of many Rye causes. There is a poster which advertises Songs by Lady Maud
Warrender.

Angela Hawksley

Pett Parish Council Update

The council held an emergency meeting in October. This was originally convened to discuss a
planning application, which was retrospective and also subject to an enforcement application.
Being retrospective means that what was the subject of the planning application had already
been carried out. This was the installation of about 40 ‘nails’ into the cliff at Pett Level in
order to stabilize it, just at the beginning of the cliffs going towards Fairlight. The council
discussed the applications and eventually decided that it does not have the technical expertise
to comment, although there was a concern that, if the ‘nails’ are removed, the cliff may
collapse. We shall see what the Rother planners decide. There is a more general concern that
those who go ahead and carry out work without planning permission may have an unfair
advantage over those who follow the correct path and apply for planning permission.

Two other matters were discussed by the council. The first of these was the use (or misuse)
that is being made of the former Stamco ground in Pannel Lane. A group of residents from
Rectory Park are concerned about this, because it is disrupting their peace, and they have been
in touch with the Enforcement Officer at Rother District Council. However, they are unhappy
with the response and part of the problem is whether the land is still designated as a
recreational facility or as agricultural land. Following a description of what is happening on the
field and a reminder of its history, the council agreed to write to the Enforcement Officer to
support the residents’ request for action.

The third matter discussed was, not surprisingly, the Pett Level toilets. A survey has been
carried out and it shows that, while the cesspit is in good condition, some of the pipes leading
to it are not. In addition, the ballcocks in both toilets need adjusting or replacing to stop
leakage. At present, it is necessary to empty the cesspit every other week, which is costing a
significant sum. An estimate has been provided of how much it would cost to repair the
drainage system and this is roughly the same as the emptying cost for a year. The council
deferred a decision on whether to carry out the work, in order to consult local drainage experts
and to obtain a further quote. Another factor is the current status of the lease, which has not
yet been signed, partly because of queries raised by the district council, as well as the stage of
possible negotiations regarding the provision of alternative public toilets in Pett Level.

I don’t know how many people in the general population know about the government’s plans for
reorganising local government. If things go as currently planned, there will be a mayor of Sussex
and under him or her three unitary authorities, East Sussex, West Sussex and Brighton & Hove.
District councils will disappear, but what is not yet clear is whether there will be any layer
between parish councils and the unitary authorities and, if so, what form it will take.

In the meantime, the Rother Local Plan will again be out for consultation in the new year,
including the housing site recommendations. Pett itself has no housing allocation, although
there is the site backing on to Watermill Lane, which is formally in Guestling but physically in
Pett, where there are plans for permitted development. Even with the local government
reorganization once approved this plan will be the basis of future decisions concerning the area.
As most people in the village know, the parish church has been closed for repairs for several
months. | understand that Remembrance Sunday (9 November) will be the occasion of the first
service in what might be called the rejuvenated church. Details can be found elsewhere in this
issue of the parish news. | shall, as usual, be laying a wreath at the war memorial on behalf of
the parish council and the people of Pett and Pett Level.

I should last month have reported the early death at 65 of Councillor Peter Pragnell, who had
been leader of Hastings Borough Council and Chairman of East Sussex County Council. Peter had
links with Pett; his mother lived in Magpie Cottage up until her death a few years ago and Peter
himself lived there during Covid. He was also known to some of us through his participation in
the Hastings Quiz League. He will be sorely missed in many places and many tributes can be
found online. Our commiserations go to his family.

David Penfold, Chair, Pett Parish Council
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ORDER ONLINE A
——— BUTCHERS oo : for home dellvery
w% to TN31, TN34, TN3S,
\, TN36, TN37 & TN3B
or Click & Collect

A family-run sustainable Butcher
in Pett serving locally-reared beef,
lamb and free-range pork. .

oldbutche .
01424 812148 Pss e
shop@oldbutcherspett co.uk 5

Pett Road, Guestling, TN35 4EX o Local produce from dairy and bakery

to seasonal fruit and vegetables
f Follow us for updates, offers & promotions * General groceries
1/ @oldbutcherspett » Newspapers and stamps

KR WINDOWS LTD

Installers of Rehau u.p.v.c and Smart Aluminum

Conservatories Aluminum bi folds
Porches Handles
Windows Hinges

Doors Sealed Units
Solidor and rock door composite doors
All work Guaranteed. Over 20 years Experience.
Fensa Registered Company
Call Kev for a free estimate and advice on:

07970 207914

kevinross969@hotmail.com

News from Pett Methodist Church

Apologies! It seems a long time since we sent anything in to the magazine and so we have quite
a lot to tell! You might have noticed that we had scaffolding outside the chapel. We have had
important roof repairs done so hopefully now we won’t get rain on the inside of the chapel as
well as the outside! So far ...all good!

Back in the summer we held the Sea Sunday service down outside the PLIRB with Rev Neville
Barnett leading. He reminded us of John Wesley's scary experiences in a wild storm at sea. The
Pett Slip Buoys also sang for us. Thanks ‘Buoys’ it was a brilliant morning!

We have just said ‘Goodbye’ to Rev Philip Wagstaff who has been our minister from Covid times
until now. We had to get to know him via zoom! That seems such a long time ago! Philip has
now retired with his wife to Devon. Thank you, Philip and happy retirement! Rev Crawford
Logan will now be our minister at Pett. Crawford has been in the circuit (area) for a few years
but is now our minister, so some of you will already know him.

We have started the autumn season off with our harvest festival and lunch, a great way to
celebrate the season. This service was led by Rev lan Couchman, our new superintendent
minister, who has come to the area with his wife Pam from Lancing.

Coming Up in December:

We are involved with The Big Carol Sing in Hastings town centre on Saturday December 13t
11am - 12.30pm. Anybody who would like to join our brass band please let me know on email:
bigsing@hbrmethodists.org.uk or come along and have fun singing our favourite carols.

Saturday December 20", CAROLS IN THE BARN! At Pickham Farm, 6.30pm. In aid of Farm
Africa! Wrap up warm! Come and sing with the animals.

At the chapel, Christmas Carol Service: Sunday December 215, 3pm
And Christmas Day Celebration, 10.30am.

Blessings from all of us at Pett Chapel.



Two Sawyers

Pub « Restaurant « Bed & Breaktast

A family-run freehouse offering
superb real ales & seasonal menus
with fresh local produce

Open daily
from 2Zpm

FOOD SERVED

ys of the v

Pett Road, Pett, Hastings, TN35 4HB
01424 812255 // BOOK ONLINI
twosawyers.co.uk

Pett Church Update

Church re-opening

I’'m pleased to say that after a very long six months of building works, 5t Mary & St Peter church
will finally re-open at the start of November. The six-month closure was longer than we had
expected, but the issues with damp meant that the building contractors needed to allow a
longer period for the walls to dry out before the lime replastering and painting work could be
undertaken.

Our re-opening service will be held on Sunday 9t November. This will be the annual
Remembrance Service and will start at 10.45am, outside the church, around the War
Memorial. Captain Alexander Hawksley will read out the names of the fallen, we will observe
the two-minute silence, and the service will then resume inside the church, and will be led by
the Revd Howard Norton. Please join us to remember all those who have given their lives in
conflict.

Appointment of a new Vicar for Winchelsea, Icklesham and Pett

Interviews for the new vicar were held in early September. Representatives from each of the 3
parishes were on the interview panel, along with the Bishop of Lewes, the Rt Revd Will
Hazelwood. An appointment has been made, and it is hoped that an official announcement will
be forthcoming within the next month. It is expected that the successful applicant will take up
their new post in early Spring. Until that happens, the Revd David Page will continue to lead
services at Icklesham, Pett and Winchelsea and the Revd Howard Norton will lead the monthly
8.30am service at St Nicholas in Pett Level. We are extremely grateful to both David and
Howard, both of whom are officially retired, for all they have done to support our churches
during the vacancy.

Parochial Church Council (PCC)

I’'m delighted to welcome Alison Evans as a member of the Parochial Church Council for Pett
and Pett Level. Alison, who lives at Pett Level has a background in finance and project
management and will bring those skills and experience to the PCC. She has already undertaken
a couple for PCC training courses and has kindly agreed to take a lead role on PCC governance
and compliance. The other PCC members are Andrew Blackman, Becky Ware and Angela
Hawksley. Heather Godwin, our Treasurer is an ex-officio member, as am |, in the role of
Churchwarden.

Funding & Grants

| would like to express our thanks to Pett Parish Council for their generous donation of £1000
towards the maintenance of the churchyard. In addition, they have given the PCC £100 towards
the cost of the two Christmas trees at St Mary and St Peter in Pett and St Nicholas at Pett
Level.

Funding continues for Stage 2 of the building works - specifically for the Tower, and our
Treasurer, Heather Godwin, would love to hear from you if you can help in any way. Heather
can be contacted at pettchurchestreasurer@gmail.com or on 07977 100 296.

Date for your Diaries:
22 November, 7.30pm start - Quiz Evening in aid of the church - Pett Village Hall - see the
poster in this magazine.

14 December, 4pm - Carols by Candlelight - our very popular annual Carols by Candlelight
service will take place in Pett church. We hope that the choir of St Thomas, Winchelsea will
join us.

John Case, Churchwarden Email: churchwardenforpett@gmail.com



FREE HOUSE PETT

November Live Music
Sundays @ 4:30pm
2nd: The Dead Rabbits
9th: The 1066 Rockitmen
16th: The Big Blue
23rd: The Ragati String Band
30th: The Rockin’ Ambassadors
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CHARITY QUIZ NIGHT

T Wednesday 127 and 26™
3
Mond S 4-8 pm In aid of Hastings and Rother Samaritans
*Subjecl Lo sleck availabilily 8pm start - Teams up to 6 - £2.50 per person

b

REAL ALES ~ FINE WINES ~ LOCALLY SOURCED FOOD

LIVE MUSIC ~ LOG FIRES ~ BEER GARDEN ~ DOGS WELCOME

P
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www.royaloakpett.com ~ 01424 812515 ~ @royaloakpett
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THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND

CHURCH
COMMISSIONERS

Our ref: 10/372BW/SD
17" October 2025

Notice
Mission and Pastoral Measure 2011
Draft Pastoral Scheme

The Church Commissioners have prepared a draft Scheme in respect of proposals sent to
them by the Bishop of Chichester for:

+ the dissolution of the benefice of Fairlight and Pett; the benefice of Winchelsea
and Icklesham; and the benefice of Westfield and Guestling,

« the creation of a new benefice of Westfield, Guestling and Fairlight, for the
appointment of the first incumbent of the new benefice, her place of residence
and for the future patronage arrangements for the new benefice,

« the creation of a new benefice of Winchelsea, Icklesham and Peft, its place of
residence and for the future patronage arrangements for the new benefice.

The draft Scheme is on our website wyww.churchofengland.org/consultation or you may obtain
a copy from me. Large print and/or audio copies are available on request. Anyone may
make representations for or against all or any part of the draft Scheme (please include the
reasons for your views) by post or, preferably, by email to reach me no later than midnight on
Monday the 1* December 2025. If | have not acknowledged its receipt, please ring or e-mail
me. For administrative purposes, a petition will be classed as a single representation and we
will only correspond with the sender of the petition, if known, or otherwise the first signatory for
whom we can identify an address - "the primary petitioner™.

When making a representation, please indicate the nature of your interest in the proposals
(e.g. parishioner, member of parochial church council, etc) and whether you would like an
opportunity to speak to the Commissioners regarding your representation if they decide a
hearing should be held regarding the case. Please ensure we have contact information so that
we can be in touch with you regarding later stages of the process.

If we receive representations against the draft Scheme, we will send them, and any
representations supporting the draft Scheme, to the Bishop whose views will be sought.
Individual representors and the primary petitioner will then receive copies of the
correspondence with the Bishop (including copies of all the representations) and will be told
whether a hearing is to be held. They and individual petitioners may comment further to the
Commissioners. Copies of all of the representations received (which will include your name but
not your contact details) and associated correspondence will be published on the
Commissioners” website if the matter needs to be considered by the Commissioners.

If a hearing is held, anyone may attend the meeting of the Commissioners’ Committee that
considers the case and representors may have an opportunity to speak to it. Otherwise, if a
hearing is not to be held, the case will be considered in private and you will be informed
accordingly.

When we acknowledge representations we will let individual representors (and the primary
petitioner) know the next few dates of our Committee’s meetings. We will confirm the actual
date if a hearing is to be held nearer the time.

The Committee will decide if the draft Scheme should proceed when it considers all the
representations on the basis of a paper prepared by the Commissioners' staff and any points
raised at the meeting. The Commissioners will notify all representors of their decision and give
a statement of the reasons for it.

Church Housa, Graat Smith Street, London, SW1P 3AZ
Diract lina D20 7898 1893 London Switchboard: 020 7898 1000
Email: shaman durant@iichurchafengland arg
Websile: www._ccpasioral ang
The Church Commissioners are a regislersd charity (numiber 1140087
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LOCKSMITHS
www.surelockhomeshastings.co.uk
01424 538013 | 07535 511112
Email: surelockhomeshastings@yahoo.co.uk

S3621 locks
sabilities

Bargain Carpets & Floors

Carpet and Vinyl Flooring supplied and fitted.
Same choice as any shop but at up to half the price.

We can move your
furniture for you
and take away your old carpet.

For free home sample viewing and estimates
please call Stuart on 01424 855882 / 07734 659834
or email bargainfloors@hotmail.co.uk
www.bargainfloors.co.uk Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matters
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QUIZ NIGHT

In aid of St Mary & St Peter
Church, Pett

Pett Village Hall
22 November 2025

7.30pm start

£5 per person
with a max team of 6 per team

Bring your own food and drink

To book please email:
pettchurchquiz@gmail.com




Regularly Changing Guest

Ales
NEW Weekly and Monthly Social

BEACH
CLUB | Even?s
Regular Live Music

@ Free Wi-Fi

Bar & Kitchen on the Beach
Home of the New Beach Sea Angling Club

Pett Level, Hastings, TN35 4EH IR ——

info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk New Members:

01424 812080 Individual: £27, Joint: £47
ing Mem :

www, thenewbeachclub. co.uk e T

Facebook.com/ newbeachclub

Yoga for All with Robin

in Fairlight End Garden, Pett Village Hall, and Fairlight End
Studio, Pett

Enhance your fitness AND your sense of calm and wgolng in

beautiful surroundings *

Classes.will be held in Fairlight End Garden when weather allows, and
in Pett Village Hall and Fairlight End Studio when it doesn’t!

Classesiare Mondays 6-7.30 pmend Thursdays 9.30-11 am. v

Formondohﬁq'h,bookopheo_
contact ogocoukothxf07 '

on h .robinhu .co. .
Private and home fraining also undertaken
*Intenational Yoga Alance Dploma snd Premier Trsising Intecnationsl Diploma 10 years teaching experience.
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CHURCH SERVICES - NOVEMBER

SUNDAY 2 NOVEMBER

PETT LEVEL 8.30am Book of Common Prayer Communion Service (40 minutes)
WINCHELSEA 11.00am Parish Communion (1 hour)

SUNDAY 9 NOVEMBER - REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

PETT 10.45am Service of Remembrance led by Revd Howard Norton
ICKLESHAM 9.30am Parish Communion (40 minutes)
WINCHELSEA 11.00am Parish Communion (1 hour)

SUNDAY 16 NOVEMBER
WINCHELSEA 11.00am Parish Communion (1 hour)

SUNDAY 23 NOVEMBER
ICKLESHAM 9.30AM Parish Communion (40 minutes)
WINCHELSEA 11.00am Parish Communion (1 hour)

SUNDAY 30 NOVEMBER
WINCHELSEA 11.00am Joint Benefice Communion Service (1 hour)

CHURCHES IN ICKLESHAM, PETT, PETT LEVEL & WINCHELSEA

ICKLESHAM All Saints & St Nicolas Church  TN36 4BH
PETT St Mary & St Peter Church TN35 4HE
PETT LEVEL St Nicholas Church TN35 4BS
WINCHELSEA St Thomas' Church TN36 4AB

www.achurchnearyou.com
churchwardenforpett@gmail.com




Hastings & Rother Legal Services Ltd

Your local Estate Planning Practitioner & Funeral Planning Specialist
Regulated by the Society of Will Writers & Estate Planners

Wills, Lasting Power of Attorney, Trusts
Fixed Fee Estate Administration (Probate)
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans*
Lifetime Mortgage/Equity Release

All in the comfort of your own home

PEACE OF MIND.....that your wishes will be carried out
PROTECTION"........ for your family against rising funeral cost
AFFORDABILITY"....through a range of flexible payment options

FLEXIBILITY"......... that you can allocate your plan to someone else if necessary

Peter R Wallace FAIA, MCMI

“Glenthorne” Warren Road Fairlight TN35 4AN s Sa ey
Tel: 01424 813346 /J @d =
Mob: 07484 116384 5 7
Email: handrlegalservices@gmail.com D s

COASTGIJADD
CAFE

&t 2027

COASTGUARD LANE,
FAIRLIGHT, TN35 4AB

01424 813 373

We are a community Café serving
simply the best coffee, tea, cakes and
scones and home-made food using
local suppliers and local staff.
With great views over the channel
and a beautiful ambience

Visit our website at: www.coastguardcafe.co.uk
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Supporting our Church

Heather Godwin continues to campaign tirelessly to preserve our church. Her letter describing
the financial difficulties faced by village churches was published in The Times recently and is

reproduced here...

161 Fri 26 Sep TOSNE)
THE s2&TIMES | Comment
MMEM
Letters » Editor .
Letters to the Edito O
mmMMeWIm-mmammm
which is repairs. This work has

but very
unearthed even more costly repairs, whkhmepnmchhlchumhmncﬂ
cannot afford. Sadly the church, which is 160 years old, is unlisted, which
means very few philanthropic funders are prepared to award grants. The
diocese has given money, but this covers only 10 per cent of the costs. The
majority of the funding has come from parishioners who are, mostly, non-
churchgoers but believe it is essential to maintain a village church.

In addition to this extra we are

ing parishes. Imagine my surprise when I learnt that not
only do the parishes have to pay for the cost of the recruitment advert in the
Church Times, but also for any expenses the successful applicant may incur
while travelling to and from the interview. Also, if this applicant requires the
rectory to be redecorated, that is also charged to the parishes. The Church
Commissioners need to be aware of the burden put upon small village
churches, which will certainly go to the wall if no assistance is forthcoming,
Heather Godwin

ing for a new vicar for

Pett, E Sussex

N
Toly Sims

Gardener

"Flowers always make people better, happier, and more
helpful; they are sunshine, food and medicine for the soul”

Luther Burbank

07905 Q19168 e sims.toby@gmail.com

J
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Swedish Massage
Hot Stones T1 ﬁerqpy

Reflexology
(-Daw,n %rner t]nd’ian eac{MaSSdg@

Traditional Usui Reiki

Home Visits and Gift Vouchers Available

1 Watermill Lane
Pett, East Sussex
TN354HZ
01424 812740 / 07901 591696
dawnannturner@icloud.com
massagehastings.com

Registered member of the Federation of Holistic Therapists

BRAMLEY & TEAL
HOLIDAY COTTAGES

Join our fantastic collection
of properties in Kent & Sussex

Do you currently own a property in Kent or Sussex, with a view to venturing into the holiday letting business?
We've got a dedicated team ready to help you, and help make a success of your property!

www.bramleyandteal.couk

Partof the £ TRAVEL CHAPTER
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What’s in a name?

When the chapel of St. Nicholas was converted from the rocket shed in Pett Level in 1935, the
name was chosen because Nicholas, amongst his many other functions, is the Patron Saint of
sailors and the sea.

Quite a few people refer to the chapel as St. Nick’s and | make no criticism at all of that
affectionate abbreviation. BUT | cannot bring myself to use it. Why not? Because to me Old
Nick is the name sometimes given to the devil. And, as a result of my long association with
those accused of crime, the nick also means to me a police station or a prison. And to nick
means to catch or to steal.

| was amazed to discover the huge number of names used to mean the devil: including Satan
and Beelzebub and Lucifer. Old Nick is certainly among them, but there are quite a few | had
not heard. One of these is Dickens, as in what the dickens are you doing? This is apparently a
euphemism for the devil word and could more safely be used.

Quite a long time ago, in early December, | was staying in a hotel in Holland. One evening we
were having dinner in the hotel dining room and suddenly there swept in someone who looked
like Father Christmas. He was accompanied by a young black lad. They went round the tables
and gave each of us a little present. It turned out to be St. Nicholas, known in Holland as
Sinterklaas. And he visits on 6t December. The belief is that he was a very kind and generous
man and once heard that a poor man could not provide dowries for his 3 daughters who would
then have to be sold into slavery. So, he went past their house and flung enough coins into
their shoes which were drying out by the
fire. Consequently, it is a Dutch custom for FAIRLIGHT TENNIS CLUB
children to put out their clogs or shoes for
resents. There are various versions of the GM
Etory of the little black boy. One is that he FMCY A

was a chimney sweep and used to be a white

boy covered in soot. St. Nicholas is the or “N"" e

patron saint of chimney sweeps. B we\co‘“
bets % ’l"h

In some other European countries too, it is
St. Nicholas who delivers Christmas presents
rather than Father Christmas and he does so
on 6t December. Sinterklaas and equivalent
names turned into Santa Claus amongst
Americans of German origin. | must confess
that | thought the name Santa Claus was a
vulgar Americanism for our Father
Christmas. Now | realize that it has far

greater religious significance. ):;“;::‘"
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Apologies to all who know all this - .
already! Then come and join us and play at our

all-season court sutuated at the foot of
By Angela Hawksley Knowle wood.

detailsat:
tennisfairlight@aol.com
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CharlesCo.

ESTATE R’ T S

FREE VALUATIONS by Charles

SELLING IN PETT & PETT LEVEL
FOR 24 YEARS

PROFESSIONAL, PROACTIVE &
TRUSTWORTHY

Charles & Co.
YOUR LOCAL VILLAGE SPECIALIST

Tel: 01424 259675

Email: charlesi@charlesco.uk - Web: www.charlesco.uk

Pett WI

Welcome to autumn. The colours are really changing out there. Because we had such a dry
summer we should get a spectacular display and it is already beginning.

Several members of Pett WI met members from Hastings and Ore WI and Hastings and St
Leonard’s WI to cooperate in a beach clean in Hastings at Rock-a-Nore. This collaboration came
about because of the National WI’s Week of River Action. Joining in with Strandliners, they had
a beautiful afternoon weather-wise collecting all sorts of items from the beach and hopefully
the start of future collaborations with these other Wi’s.

After not meeting formally in August, Pett WI gathered back at Pett Village Hall in the large hall
for a very different evening of entertainment. We really didn’t know quite what to expect when
we had an evening about Burlesque! Emma, our speaker and demonstrator for the evening, soon
put us at our ease as she gently took us through the very feminine art of moving in the
Burlesque way. She also explained the history of Burlesque and how her group works. She
gradually built a short routine for us to copy and quite a few members got on their feet to
practice, with some of the not so brave ones staying seated but still going through the moves.
With the music helping us along it was great fun and felt very empowering to recreate the
movements. Emma also showed us one of the routines that her group would be doing in a show
in November in Eastbourne. The evening finished with Prosecco and our usual business.

It isn’t long now until the annual Pett WI Winter Fair. it will be held at Pett Village Hall on
Saturday 15th November from 10.00-3.00. It will of course include the usual high standard of
stalls selling all sorts of beautiful items from clothes, jewellery, Christmas items and food. The
usual excellent WI refreshments will be available throughout the day and as usual our raffle
with some excellent prizes. All profits will go to our local charities we are supporting this year,
which are The Sara Lee Trust and Friary Gardeners. So please come along and support us and
have a great experience at the same time.

Sally Watson

News from St Michael’s Hospice

Hospice care is more than you think - Russell’s story

St Michael’s Hospice recently caught up with Russell, from Burwash, who shared his experience
on the In-Patient Unit (IPU). When Russell was admitted, he was in excruciating pain and felt
like there was no hope. Thanks to the Hospice medical team, his pain was brought under
control, improving his physical health significantly. Just as importantly, they also supported him
with his spiritual and emotional wellbeing, Russell shares, “Without the Hospice, I'd still have
all that pain inside of me. I’ve spoken to so many people from different teams; | think I’ve used
them all!” Russell is now living well at home with his wife, Nicky, while continuing to receive
our support. “It’s like | was broken,” he says, “and the Hospice put me back together.” Visit
stmichaelshospice.com/the-news-hub to read Russell’s full story.

St Michael’s Hospice Lights of Love

You can dedicate a star in memory of someone you miss, either by emailing
lightsoflove@stmichaelshospice.com with your full address to order by post, or by creating
your tribute online. You can add a message and upload a photo, your dedication will then be
added to the glistening Hospice trees, visit smhlightsoflove.memorypage.org to dedicate
online.

The Hospice have Lights of Love services happening across Hastings and Rother, visit
stmichaelshospice.com/event/lightsoflove2025 to find your nearest service.
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EVENTS VEL

Tel: 01424 402040
Mob: 07850 237664

Local, Long Distance & Airports

1to B Passengers n
www.events-travel.co.uk

FLEAS, WASPS, BEES,
RATS, MICE,
MOLES, PIGEONS

ROTHER PEST CONTROL

R.S.H. CERTIFICATED
&
General Property Maintenance
Fencing — Brickwork
Roofing

Mr. A.D. Benn

Tel: 01797 226778
Mobile: 07739 174552

Funnell
&

Perring
SOLICITORS

192-193 Queens Road Hastings
East Sussex TNM 1RG

EXPERIENCED ADVICE IN A
FRIENDLY CARING ATMOSPHERE

We specialise in:

Wills and Trusts
Conveyancing
Probate
Family Mattors
Child Care Work
Court Work

Please contact us on
01424 426287/437081
for more information

email: lpw@funneliperring co uk

Cltelly addicts

TV Aerial & Satellite Services

Your Local Satellite Installer and TV
Aerial Engineer

Telly Addicts install & setup satellite
equipment in your home, from Sky TV to
Freeview. Single and multi-room satellite

installations.

We are based in Haslings and cover East
Sussex from Eastbourne to Ashford.

Contact: Bruce Rigglesford

07973 263652

info@tellyaddicts.co.uk
www.tellyaddicts.co.uk

sky = g =5 @
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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
9th November 2025 10.45am

A Service of Remembrance
will be held at

St Mary & St Peter Church, Pett
Led by the Rev’d Howard Norton

www.achurchnearyou.com
churchwardenforpett@gmail.com




Extra Sockets
Complete Rewires
New Consumer Units
Fuseboards

Fault Finding

VVVVYVY

Free Quotations ¢ Fully Insured

Call Luke: 07821 325797

NEED AN ELECTRICIAN
TRAVIS ELECTRICAL

DOMESTIC l
INSTALLER

01424 814620 | 0771 5554694 | www.jennings-bramly.co.uk |

dovetailed to
your needs

Drawing rooms
Dining rooms

Beautlful
furniture

Bedrooms
Kitchens
Libraries

Studies

richard@bramly.c
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Pett Village Hall and the 500 Club

Pett Village Hall continues to thrive. Bookings are at a record level with few weekend spaces
left up until Christmas this year. These do come at a cost, however, with maintenance
constantly being carried out to sustain the high level of standard that everyone wants and
expects.

This year the carpet in the entrance hall has been replaced, a footpath formed on the east side
of the hall to gain dry access to the sheds, the gravelled area of the car park is being
completely refurbished and the heating system is undergoing a complete overhaul. Other items
which have been sorted out include an upgrade on the Broadband and a sort out of accumulated
rubbish.

This brings me to the 500 Club.

The 500 Club was set up in 2013 to raise funds for the Village Hall at a time when urgent repairs
were needed. Over the years, the Club has supported the Hall financially and enabled many
improvements to the facilities. The Club is a great success which is down to the support of the
members for which the Pett Village Hall committee are very grateful.

As a 500 Club member, you can enter a draw to win a share of 50% of the money collected that
month. Prizes are handed out to first, second and third places and there have been many happy
winners. The other 50% of the money collected for that month will go towards the funding of
Pett Village Hall.

Membership is £1.00 per month per number, paid annually at £12.00, full details and the
relevant forms can be found at www.pettvillagehall.co.uk/500club

You can also contact either Carol Pecorini on 01424 277792 / email carol.pecorini@gmail.com
or Philippa Strickland on 01424 814384 / email pstrickl@icloud.com.

(At this stage it should be mentioned the sterling job that Carol and Philippa have done for
many years, long may it continue!)

We hope to attract more members to bring the numbers up to near the 500 maximum which, in
turn, will mean an increase in the prize money!! Please consider joining or having more
numbers if you already have some!

Thank you!

Peter Walker
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@ ArchiveResourceCentre@outlook.com
ta. Ny Stephen Dowling

Fairight. Guestling - Pett

P E-rnr G Roweus A few weeks ago, | was looking through some donated
) items we hold at ARC, when | came across this label
GATEHURST FARM  PLTT  SUSSEX together with a note saying “used by the Dowlings”. |
discovered from Keith Cowper that the Dowlings lived
in the converted oast house at Gatehurst (the “Roundels”). He believed the father, Stephen or
Steve, was a cartoonist, and the son Phillip, among other things, ran Pett Growers and grew
tomatoes in 2 greenhouses at the back of the farm. Keith remembers when he was a teenager in
the 60’s he worked for Phillip, removing buds from the vines to improve fruit quality. According
to Maryse who is Phillip’s daughter and still lives in the village, it seems that it is a Dowling
family tradition to call all males Stephen Phillip. Steve had this name, as did his son Phillip and
also Phillip’s son Stephen!

| have not yet been able to establish exactly what year Steve and his wife Dolly moved into the
Roundels. | have however learnt from some long-standing residents that the Dowlings were well
established at The Roundels for a considerable time, possibly several decades, and they also
owned the farmland at Gatehurst. However, they did not own Gatehurst Farmhouse itself.

Several people remember both Phillip, and Steve. Among other pastimes, Phillip repaired
lawnmowers and was well-known for having lawnmowers scattered all around, and even inside
the house! | will discuss Phillip in more detail another time, as his father Steve is the subject of
this article.

Having carried out a little research on Steve, it appears that he was a cartoonist with a national
reputation. He was born in 1904 in Liverpool and early on was recognised as a gifted artist,
studying at Liverpool and Westminster Schools of art before becoming a freelance artist. He
opened an art shop in 1927 and in 1928 worked as an assistant art director for an advertising
agency. Although he kept his hand in with advertising work, including a series featuring Hawkins
the butler advertising Roses Lime Juice, Steve slowly became more involved in newspaper
cartoons during the 1930’s, working mainly for the Daily Mirror. Steve was involved in a serious
car crash in 1931, where a fellow cartoonist was killed and Steve was “thrown through the roof
of the car”, but thankfully only suffered bruises. A very lucky escape.

Steve’s big break came in 1935 when he and his brother
Frank started a “humorous soap opera family comic strip”
called Ruggles which ran until 1957, and Steve worked
under the pen name of “Blik”. (His other pen names were
Dart, and Gloria). Ruggles portrayed, and poked fun at, a
suburban middle-class family.
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He also ran a comic strip called Belinda from 1935 till
1943. This was originally called Belinda Blue Eyes. This
followed the exploits of a girl and her terrier dog.

In 1943 Steve created his most
famous comic strip which many
of my generation will remember.
This strip was called Garth and
this, incredibly ran in the Daily
Mirror until March 1997, although A

Steve became less and less involved as time went on. There were several Garth comic books
also produced over the years about this super-strong hero and his action-packed adventures.

The last major comic strip that Steve
produced in 1960 - 1961 was Keeping up
with the Joneses. A short- lived comic
strip and basically telling stories exactly as
the title describes.

QI XFEPING UP WITH THE JONKSES

During the peak years of Steve’s career, he reportedly also managed to hold down the rank of
Captain in the Home Guard. People who knew him say that he would have been more a
Sergeant Wilson than a Captain Mainwaring! From what we know it doesn’t seem that this was
Pett Home Guard, so | cannot confirm where this was at the moment.

During the 60’s the house “Bracken” was built on the land where
the Roundels’ tennis court stood. Steve retired in 1969, and in
1972 he sold the Roundels and moved into Bracken with his
family. Steve spent his remaining years running the farm, also a
riding school and, with his son Phillip, the market garden
business, until Steve’s
death in 1986. Quite a
life!

This photo (right) is of
Steve in 1949, although
we are not aware of any
later photos of Steve, this
cartoon (left) featuring
him is said to be a good
likeness of the man later on. It seems that we have
plenty more to find out about this talented cartoonist,
so the story is far from over, and more needs to be
discovered.

Pictured right, Steve 1949

By Paul Petley
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ENTS
E A 20%
INTRODUCTORY
DISCOUNT
- AND RECEIVE THE SAME
WHEN YOU REFER YOUR
Alpay

HAIRSTYLIST & COLOURIST

HASTINGS, ST LEONARDS, RYE & BEYOND

LUXURY
HAIRDRESSING,
AT YOUR
DOORSTEP

With 30+ years of experience, Adem brings high-end salon expertise
straight to your home — or his private studio in Fairlight, if you prefer.

From his roots in the family salon to Art Director at the UK’s first day-spa salon,
Cobella Akqa, he’s built a loyal following with his personalised cuts,
colour, and styling.

His work has spanned hair shows, TV, and editorial shoots—but his passion
lies in creating confidence-boosting hair for real people.

Now based between London and East Sussex, Adem is welcoming
new clients in Hastings, St Leonards, Rye and surrounding areas.

Ready for salon-quality hair at home?
Book your appointment today
and let Adem bring the style to you

07970 978 890 | ADEM.ALPAY@ME.COM
ADEMALPAY.COM®

Because every client is unique, pricing is tailored to suit your individual needs.
Bespoke quotes can be discussed during your initial consultation.

*Please note: the price list shown online reflects London rates
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The Happy Home: Good Vibes in your Home

El Fe ng Have you ever experienced feeling an atmosphere in a place, either
) good or bad? You subconsciously sense and respond to it, even
‘*; S h L though you may not realise what it is you are feeling. In a simple
way it is somewhat similar to a subconscious connection that you

. . may have experienced when you are driving a car, when you can

L l VI n g sense that someone driving behind you is too close, speeding, or
about to overtake you, even though you have not yet seen them in

your rear mirror.

Our home is meant to be our sanctuary, a place where we feel safe, nurtured and happy. Homes
are living organic spaces that breathe and have a memory. Buildings, furnishings, objects,
personal belongings and land all have the capacity to absorb subtle vibrations and experiences
in their fabric and can retain them for a long time. That may explain why history sometimes
repeats itself. Children can be particularly sensitive to these energies.

Fortunately, if you get a sense of any lingering negative resonances in a room, it is possible to
clear those undesirable traces. Space Cleansing is a most effective method to release or
transform discordant vibrations that may undermine your well-being into supportive,
harmonious energy. The clearer atmosphere it creates will give your living space a fresh start
and help you feel more peaceful, comfortable and settled. It is also a positive way of
consecrating a home or business to welcome new occupants. | have been doing house healing
and space cleansing realignment work for many years and | can tell many happy stories about
the positive difference it has made, often in unexpected ways.

Here are two quite different examples of how cleansing and realigning the subtle atmosphere in
their homes helped two of my clients.

“We really needed to move but for six years we couldn't sell our prime location London flat,
even though we had fully renovated it. After Sylvia came here and transformed the energy of its
subtle environment, the flat felt different, tranquil. Within a week we had a buyer, then a
second prospective buyer. We exchanged at full asking price the following week. It happened so
fast that | couldn't take it all in.”

It always amazes me how children feel, and occasionally see, something that worries them in
their bedrooms or elsewhere in their home. Often they cannot settle down there. When | do
subtle energy work | usually get an idea why, but | can only be sure by their change of
behaviour and reactions.

A mother’s feedback: “Since your visit, my children feel settled and happy in the house for the
first time since we moved in three years ago. My son no longer wants to sleep in our bedroom at
night. Our home definitely feels happier, clearer and calmer, somehow it also feels bigger and |
feel so much more ‘connected’ now.’

This is how you can refresh the subtle atmosphere in your home to create a clearer, harmonious
feeling. It can be done every day, weekly, monthly or whenever you feel there is a need for it.
Open the outside doors or windows to release any stale, stagnant or other undesirable energy
held in your living space. Start by breaking up heavy or stuck energy in each room by clapping
your hands, using a bell or banging a spoon on a pan, paying attention to corners and beneath
furniture. You may like to put some flowers in each room or to light a candle while you do it.
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Then spray each room with a blend of your favourite natural essential oils diluted in water. Use
about 20 - 30 drops to 100ml of water. Shake the bottle to fully disperse the molecules before
you spray. As suggestions, Bergamot, Rose Geranium, Rosewood, Ylang Yang and Lavender have
relaxing properties, Grapefruit, MaiChang (Litsea), Lemon and Lemongrass have revitalising,
cleansing properties.

Have positive thoughts while you are doing this. If you have been feeling distressed or unwell you
can add a few drops of Rescue Remedy to your blend. Your newly purified atmosphere will feel
much lighter and it may appear brighter. You might also find that your breathing calms and your
emotions uplift almost immediately. Enjoy the feeling.

After you have refreshed your home yourself a few times, if you think it may need a deeper
cleansing you are welcome to contact me on sylvia@fengshui-living.com or 07779 139187. | will
be glad to help you.

Warm wishes

Sylvia Bennett, Accredited Feng Shui Master

Architectural Design Consultant

Environmental Therapist

www.fengshui-living.com + 44 (0)7779 139187

Alan Danskin Maintenance & Restoration

Aand O

Boilers & Plumbing Services Your local Handyman

For all plumbing Tiling & Flooring
services from air source Decorating
heat pumps to tap Flat Packs & Shelving
repairs, boilers and No Job Too Small

heatmg SyStem repairs A professional, reliable & friendly
Gas safe registered service

Andy Goodsell
4 Rectory Park, Pett Rd, Pett

25 years experience
Fully insured

Free Estimates

07809 573389 Call Alan on 07748 692168
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News from Pett Level Nature Reserve

Grey Owl

Now the two bridges have been renewed our attention has turned to the two benches on the
nature reserve. The Goldsmith bench has had new wooden slats fitted and looks very fine (and
has been much appreciated by visitors). Now it’s the turn of the Grey Owl bench situated on the
north face of Toot Rock. This bench has an interesting story behind it. Years ago, there was a
chap from Hastings, called Archibald Belaney, who fancied himself as a native North American.
He falsely claimed that he was the son of a Scottish man and an Apache woman. He emigrated
to Canada and took on the whole tribal lifestyle, renaming himself Grey Owl. Whilst his
conversion to an indigenous lifestyle seemed a little odd, one of the interesting outcomes was
his dedication to nature conservation. He worked tirelessly through books, articles and film to
promote the urgent need to respect the natural world. Something needed as much today as it
was in the 1930’s when he was most active.

In memory of this character, and particularly his conservation work, a Grey Owl Society was set
up in Hastings. In 2011 the Society ceased trading and presented its archive to Hastings
Museum. What remained of its funds was gifted to local conservation charities including PLPT.
The Trust used the money to construct a bench on Toot Rock with a commemorative plaque.
Sadly, today, the bench is in a poor state of repair but, to honour the memory of Grey Owl and
all those who support the conservation of nature, the Trust has decided to completely rebuild it
and to put it on sounder foundations. This work will be undertaken shortly but we are seeking
funds to help pay for the work. If you would like to make a donation, please send it to PLPT,
Sort Code: 20-02-62 Account No: 70711063 or drop an email to pettleveltrust@gmail.com.

Watery land

Several people have commented on the curious flooding of the land through which the Drinkers’
Path crosses, between the Royal Military Canal and the Beach Club car park. Plans of Southern
Water mains supply in the area show one crossing in more or less the place where the flooding
has occurred. Currently Southern Water are investigating if it is indeed a leak from one of their
water supply pipes.

Work Parties

Work parties have started up again and will take place monthly for two hours on a Sunday
morning. Work will focus on managing blackthorn scrub but also on restricting the growth of
sycamore which threatens to turn what was once an open flower rich landscape into a dark
single species dominated woodland. We’re not against trees but in some places they are not so
welcome as they threaten more uncommon forms of habitat. We’re fighting quite a battle to
keep them at bay but always welcome an extra pair of hands. If you’re interested in helping,
please drop an email to Martin King at twotrok@hotmail.co.uk.

Supporting the PLPT

Thanks to all the Friends of PLPT for your support. We welcome new Friends so please spread
the word to your friends and neighbours.

For the latest news follow us on Instagram and Facebook or visit our web site
www.pettlevelpreservationtrust.org.uk
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TEL: O 797 224589 wmMoB: 07842 | 1087 |

WINCHELSEA - Rye

Lyn provides friendly, expert,
and professional advice in your
own home for:

* Wills
* Lasting Powers of Attorney

* Probate assistance

01424 815 203 / 07802 280 828

lyn@lyncookeassociates.com

Lyn Cooke Associates, Hedgerows,
72 Lower Waites Lane, Fairlight,
East Sussex, TN35 40D

On behalf of APS Legal & Associatesétd

Head offic: Worksop Turbine Innovation Centre,
Shireoaks Triangle Business Park, Coach Close, Worksop,
Nottinghamshire, 581 8AP

APS Legal & Associates is a member of the Institute of
Professional Willwriters

APS Legal & Associates complies with the Trading Standards
Institute Approved IPW Code of Practice

APS Legal & Associates Limited is registered in England and
Wales under company number 056 27636

Estate Planning and the provision of Wills are not regulated by
the Financial Conduct Authority

Gardening Club Notes - October 2025

Our speaker this month was Will Friend, who has a nursery near Margate called East Northdown
Nursery, which specialises in Mediterranean and unusual plants.

The chalky coastline of Kent and Sussex has a similar composition to that of much of the heavier
limestone that forms many Mediterranean countries - Greece, Spain, Italy, etc. Limestone
absorbs and retains the sun’s heat and releases it gradually as necessary, so in our similar
temperate maritime microclimate, many plants that thrive in the Mediterranean can survive
here. Apparently, our local sea mists, which often reach up to a mile inland, also provide
sufficient invaluable moisture to sustain plants during dry periods. Deep-rooted plants with
dark green, leathery leaves and those with grey velvety or hairy foliage, are all adapted to
withstand heat and retain moisture. Evergreen shrubs and trees sustain their growth over a
much longer season than deciduous ones as their leaves protect them from the intense heat, so
they are still growing when the rain comes during the mild, wet winters. Deciduous trees,
however, have a six-month growing season, which may be interrupted by drought periods, often
stunting their growth.

Will gave us examples of plants familiar to us all, often ones we have in our own gardens and
just take for granted, but which are Mediterranean in origin. Holly is one, which perfectly
demonstrates plants being evergreen and having dark green, leathery leaves. Echinops,
eryngium and rock rose all have grey foliage; many, like acanthus, also being deep-rooted;
some grasses and ferns also drought tolerant. Will also touched on plants which have adapted
to shingle conditions, including the seakale and horned poppy with which we are all familiar
down on our beach and at Rye Nature Reserve. Will’s talk enabled us to gain an understanding
of the complex relationships our growing conditions here in the Southeast have with those of
many Mediterranean countries and to appreciate many similarities we may not have previously
been aware of.

Our next meeting, on Tuesday November 11t, at 7.30 p.m. in the Catherine Holman Room at
Pett Village Hall, will be a return visit from a popular speaker, Guy Deakins, with a talk entitled
“Lady Chatterley’s Gardener, an illustrated walk through gardens of historical importance.”

By June Harris

The New Beach Club
2025 Gigs and events

Saturday November 13t 4-7pm Children’s Halloween Disco
Sunday November 9t 3pm Roger Hubbard Trio
Sunday November 23 3pm Llama Legs

Friday November 28" Race Night

Sunday December 7th 3pm 1066 Rockitmen
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It's time to

‘g z about care

With award-winning not-for-profit care homes,
longer trial stays and Home for Life funding assurance.

Finally, care that feels good to Mum.
And to you.

Whitegates
Westfield
01424 232 396

oreensleeves
Ccare

Board Game Evening

1%t Thursday of every month at

Pett Village Hall 7pm to 9pm
£2 per person

Come and enjoy a fun evening playing games with others and
hopefully learning to play a few new ones!

We have a selection of games on offer, or you can bring your
own to share.

Come with family/friends or on your own
Everyone is welcome.

Enjoy a digital detox, stimulate your brain, share a laugh
with others and reduce your stress levels.

Tea and coffee provided, or you can bring your own
refreshments

1 \

SCRABBLE.
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£t michuel's
hospice

O
Celebrating life.

Your Hospice,
Your Care.

5% =1

Find out more at

stmichaelshospice.com/services
Registered charity ne. 288462

Food Intolerance 'l‘«'\ting

Are you suffering with IBS, Headaches,
Bloating, Stomach Pains and Fatigue?
These are just a few of the symptoms caused
by food intolerances

| can carry out a pain free, non invasive test to
help pinpoint potentially harmful foods.

Please have a look at my reviews on Trustpilot
‘Sarah Bragoli Food Intolerance Testing

Don’t delay, book today!
enquires@sarahbragoli-fit.co.uk
07810 044750

www.sarahbragoli-fit.co.uk

Based in Friars Hill, Guestling

Meet the Seaside Stitchers

Do you love to sew, knit, crochet,
embroider or enjoy any other form of
textile craft, but find it a bit solitary?
Would you like to meet like-minded people
who share your enthusiasm for craft? If so,
you’ll find a warm welcome at the Seaside
Stitchers!

We’re a small, friendly, informal group
which meets every Wednesday at Pett
Methodist Church Hall, from 1-4 pm. You
don’t need any experience to join us, just
plenty of enthusiasm, an open mind and a
willingness to share ideas and skills.

For more information,
please contact Donna at
donnagilbert1@sky.com
or Tel: 01424 812185.
We’d love to have you on
board, so please get in
touch!

P.J. Turner

ALLASPECTS OF
TREE WORK
CONTRACTOR
MOWING - LOGGING
FENCING

FREE
ESTIMATES

07816 285618

v

Coffee Morning and Community Library

Please come and join us at Pett Village Hall on the first
Wednesday of every month.
There is always a delicious selection of homemade cakes!

S

@ Robert from East Sussex Hearing will be there for your NHS hearing

Our Library is free to join, we have over 200 books which are
refreshed regularly.

aid needs and batteries.

- The Jigsaw library has a large selection of puzzles to suit all
* tastes.

There is always a member of the Parish Council on hand
should you wish to speak with them. 500 Club Winners will be
drawn during the morning.

All proceeds are donated to charity
so please come and join us;
we would love to see you!
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Decorating & Tiling

| Redecoration
Restoration
Renovation

|
Tiling | |
Light Building | |
|

Lee Bowdler - 07742 519440
thebowdler@gmail.com

Wanedale Pest Control
& Drainage Solutions

ALL PESTS UNDERTAKEN

Free quote
Fully Qualfied & Insured
Domestic & Commercial
Bird Proofing & Cleaning
Affordable Prices
Drain Cleaning & Jetting
CCTV Drain Surveys

01424 256042

07816 220229
wanedalepestcontrol@yahoo.co.uk

www.wanedalepestcontrol.co.uk
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UNIT 6, QUARRY FARM, BODIAM, EAST SUSSEX, TN32 5RA

Specialist Memorial Masons
serving Kent & Sussex

* New memorials

* Renovations

* Cleaning

* Additional inscriptions

* BRAMM listed
* All memorial fixers are City & Guilds Qualified

* 20 year stability guarantee on all new memorials

Tel: 01580 831855
E-Mail: enquiries@yewtreestone.com
Web: www.yewtreestone.com

®

BOOK A DEMO

» ol

| oNeY ITuP - viekY W 0 ! _r

4

FANCY IT UP - VICKY MAY

07761 892304
EMAIL: TORMAY@HOTMAIL.CO.UK

Nature Notes

You may have noticed an
abundance of fungus
recently. That is mainly
because October is a peak
month for fungus. As you
may know, that bright red
toadstool with its white
spots, often depicted in
children’s books with an elf
sat on it, is not the whole of
the organism. Fungus has an
underground network of fine
white root-like structures
which provides all the
nutrition that the organism
needs. That nutrition may be
taken from the soil or from
tree roots or even from
animals - Cordyceps species are notorious for taking their nutrition from hibernating
caterpillars. The more visible part of the fungus, the toadstool, with or without itself is
actually the fruiting body and represents one of the many ways in which fungus can reproduce,
because it is the fruiting body that produces the spores.

| would like to be able to tell you about spores and whether they need male and female or can
reproduce asexually, etc., but it seems that depending on the fungus they each have many
different ways of reproducing themselves from simple cell division as in yeast (a single-celled
fungus), up to the full production of separate male and female spores with many complex steps
in between. It’s basically just too complicated for this short column and for my addled brain.

However, | recently came across a fairly simple fungus while trying to tame our bramble

patch. | noticed that all the bramble leaves had rusty coloured patches on their upper surface,
and black sooty spots on their underside. Not surprisingly the spots are called Blackberry Leaf
Rust fungus or Violet Bramble Rust - Phragmidium violaceum. The fungus feeds on the leaf
until it has grown enough to break through to the underside where it produces teliospores which
are the sooty bits. Teliospores are a resting phase of the fungus which will last the

winter. From the teliospore, when it has blown to the next bramble patch, will grow a
basidium. The basidium will then by cell division and cell fusion, produce male and female
spores. This appears to be a relatively slow process and the rusty patches may not appear until
after your blackberry crop has been picked, by which time the weakening of the leaves caused
by the fungus will have less impact.

Much less complicated than the sex-life of fungus, however, is that of the Death’s Head
Hawkmoth which is simple male and female stuff. We have had several sightings of the moth
caterpillars in the village recently which suggests that fertilized females visited from the near
continent earlier in the year. They are large and impressive caterpillars to match the large and
impressive adults. Sadly, they are unable to survive our British winters and so are considered
extinct in the UK.

By Alan Kenworthy
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Sell Your Hotie
with Confidence

With 30 years of experience

, 7 offices, and expert local

knowledge, we connect sellers with serious buyers to achieve

the best price for your property quickly and professionally.

Your Trusted
Partner in Selling
Your Property

01424 442 443
01424 225 588
01797 224 000
01424774 440

0 ® @rushwittwilson

www.rushwittwilson.co.uk

Since 1993, we've been helping people successfully
sell their homes across 1066 Country and the
Weald of Kent. Our deep local roots and decades
of experience ensure your property is marketed to
the right buyers with expert support every step of
the way.

01797 253 555
01580 762 927
01424 446 916
01424 430 011

1266 @ relocation

Country agent network

False Accusations

By Kerry Williams: Communications Officer -
Conservation, Sussex Wildlife Trust

From Halloween bunting to sensationalised
stories, spiders have an unfair creepy-crawly-
villain reputation. The shift into autumn often
reignites a focus on indoor spider sightings, and
with it a renewed batch of clickbait
fearmongering. Some of those getting the worst
of it are the false widows.

Among six species of false widow spider in the
UK, three are most common. The smaller of the
two are native; the Rabbit Hutch Spider and the
Cupboard Spider. The largest of the three, at 10-14mm body length, is the Noble False Widow.
Although technically non-native, this species is pretty much part of the furniture, having arrived
in the 1800s. They are mostly brown in colour with varying pale shades and patterns on the
abdomen, which sometimes look ‘skull-shaped’; an awkward addition to the PR nightmare.

Example of an orb web. c. Vanda Pellins, SW1

The latter two species have been known to deliver a bite to humans. However, like most
spiders, they are not typically aggressive, sometimes biting in defence when handled. As ever,
medical advice should be sought if you are concerned or vulnerable, but the bite is said to be
comparable to a wasp sting.

Despite the clue in the name, false widows are often aligned with Black Widow Spiders. These
non-UK species have a more potent bite, which can cause illness in humans, though to continue
the arachno-advocacy, they are similarly passive in behaviour.

As with many vilified creatures, alarmism can lead to misidentification and incorrect reporting.
One confusion species for the Noble False Widow is the Missing Sector Orb Web Spider. One way
to differentiate them is by the webs; the latter produces the famous concentric circle style
(often with one sector missing!) whereas Noble False Widows create criss-crossing, messy
looking ‘tangle’ webs.

Contrary to the aspersions, spiders make excellent house guests. They are private, tidy and
keep unwanted flying insects to a minimum, which is especially helpful if you have houseplants.
If you have a spider in your home this autumn, at best, leave them be and observe their
fascinating habits. If it’s necessary to move them do so gently, using a glass and piece of card,
and carefully pop them outside, preferably in a similarly protective building, such as a shed, or
nearby vegetation.

Tolerance and coexistence are vital for effective conservation, whether in our wider ecosystem,
or in our own gardens and homes. With our urban environment expanding, we must continue to
make space for nature, especially those who, like the false widows, are so wrongly maligned.

Sussex Wildlife Trust is a conservation charity for everyone who cares about nature in
Sussex. Founded in 1961, we have worked with local people for over half a century to make
Sussex richer in wildlife. We rely on the support of our members. Please consider joining
us. Your membership will help us challenge decisions that threaten wildlife, care for more
than 30 nature reserves, and inspire the next generation about the wonders of the natural
world. It’s easy to join online at sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join
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Hannington Gilbert & Co Ltd Pett Village Hall Activities
Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electrical Contractors
Monday
Doctor Surgery 9.00am-1.00pm
Bluebells Playgroup 9.30-11.00am
Zh ook i i < ECA Table Tennis 4.00-5.30pm
\\\;0‘. .1‘,’, Serving your community for 60 years - 6.007.300m
Y, % ¥ Advice and estimates free of charge
2025 \= RECCY Tuesday
Doctor Surgery 9.00am-5.30pm
. . - Pilates 8.30-9.30am
All Electrical Work Undertaken: ~ '.:::F The Hill Surgery Prescription Service 12-12.45pm
LED Lighting / Electrical Inspections / Fire Alarms o—e Pole Dancing 7.15-8.43pm
EV Chargers / CCTV / Solar PV & Battery Storage z Wednesday
TRUSTMARK Pett Painters 2.00-4.00pm
Dance Fitness 6.00-7.30pm
info@hanningtongilbert.co.uk Thursday
01424 428696 . ) Doctor Surgery 9am-5.30pm
www.hannlngtongllbert.co.uk The Hill Surgery Prescription Service 12-12.45pm
Art 12-3.00pm
Short Mat Bowls (In season) 3.15-5.15pm
Fitness Pilates 6.30-7.15pm
Lindy Hop 7.30-10pm
Friday
Badminton 10.00am-12pm

For details of who runs each class and how to join see our website - www.pettvillagehall.co.uk

The
Highest Quality
Eyewear

Competitively Priced

For bookings of the hall please contact Clare at clare@pettvillagehall@gmail.com Telephone
07718 518053. Doctor's appointments can only be made by contacting The Hill Surgery direct.

YETT
500ﬂ CLUB VILLAGE
Draw Date: 15t October 2025 "AL"

1st:  Gillian Quick

EYEMASTERS

01424 316 117
Frames: Traditional & Designer
Lenses: Single Vision, Bifocal & Varifocal,

Inishwood, Pett Road,

Pett, East Sussex,

Clear, Transitions and Polarised TN3S 41B .
Computer Glasses i i 2 n d : RO b'l n H u tt
richard@eyemasters.co.uk
Phone for an appointment - Please bring your prescription www.eyemasters.co.uk 3 rd : Ba rba ra Ca n n a n
Pett Village Hall is a Registered Charity in England and Wales No 1005693
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Tara Begbie

MCFHP 20
MAFHP -

Registered Member d
of the British

Association of Foot

Health Professionals

Home Visits

For preventative and
routine footcare including
ingrowing toenails,
verrucae, callus & corns

Tel: 07984 451005

Carpets & Soft Furnishings
Expertly Cleaned

A local, quality service is guaranteed. We
use the very latest equipment and
cleaning methods for the best
possible results.

EREE emergency stain removal is
available to all Pett residents!

Just phone (01424) 871444
Mike will be happy to take your call

GOW

7w o

Cleaning Services L

“Specialist cleaning throughout Kent & Sussex”
Innovation Centre, Highfield Drive, St. Leonards-
on-Sea, TN38 SUH

MAIL: inf n leaning.uk ;
Website: www.conquestcleaning.or
Members of the National Carpet Cleaners Association,

Which? rusted Trader
Whic?) NCCA

NATIONAL CARIST CLEANERS ASSOCATION

s p ,1'
Hayley's Hounds
Dog Grooming

8¢,

Fully Qualified and Insured
One-to-One Grooming

SERVICES FIND US
#Bath & Deshed Darenth
#Hand Strip Fyrsway
@ Pet Trim Fairlight
& Breed Standard TN35 4BG
# Nail Clip 07715 587489

L

farnsy@hotmail.co.uk
07967 794749
01424 815241

Budino alle Mandorle (Almond Pudding)

The word Budino (pudding) is a rich thick creamy Italian sauce dating back to medieval times.
Some historical sources speak about a kind of dessert cooked during the Roman Empire, using
milk, eggs, flour, and honey. Usually as a thickening agent, starch was commonly added as well.

In my house (before starting all sorts of diets) we used to make the Budino as a quick and
simple pudding when the children came over for a visit.

(For four people)

100¢g dark chocolate

100g “00” flour

100g granulated white sugar
2 egg yolks

1 egg white (to be whipped)
100¢g unsalted butter

70g almond flakes

Melt the butter on a very low heat and add the sugar and flour - preferably sifted and whisk
gently. Add the chocolate (melted in a bain-Marie way). Add the two egg yolks and the whipped
egg white and stir until it creates a silky sauce. Fill little moulds and sprinkle with almond
flakes. Bake at 160 Celsius for 20 minutes.

Bson St
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S.T Locksmiths

Our local experienced locksmiths are fully insured and trained in
non-destructive entry techniques to get you back indoors safely.

*No call-out fee *Free quotes given
*No hidden charges «Local Family Run Bt

Open 6:00am - 10:00pm

07440323523

ARCHITECTURAL AND PLANNING SERVICES

PLANMNING AND BUILDING CONTROL DRAWINGS

= Extensions - Renovations
= Alterotions - Change of Use
= New Builds « Technicol Congtruction Drawings
« Loft Conversions « Party Wall Surveying
TOWN PLANNING INTERIOR DESIGN
» Pre-Applicotion Advice + Spoce Audits
* Permitted Development Advice « Lighting Design
» Submission of Planning Applications * Full Space Design
* Supporting Stotements * Colour Design
<> +2CIOB .{? RTFI

RUBICON C :=1'.-:,u:f a r": 3 J; quote or fre ::-r:.nl'.;:-‘ !

Chartered Building Comsultancy
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Environment
W Agency

NOVEMBER 2025 RYE (HARBOUR)
ORDNANCE DATUM (NEWLYN)
High Water
Date Morning Afternoon
Time m Time m

1 SA 0703 25 1939 26

2 Ssu 0758 3.0 2028 3.0

3 M 08 45 35 2113 35

4 Tu 0929 39 2154 38

5 W O 1013 41 2237 4.0

6 TH 1057 43 2321 4.0

7 F 1143 43

8 SA 0006 40 1228 40

9 Su 0051 39 1314 36
0 ™M 0140 35 1408 33
11 TU 0236 3.1 1509 28
12 w € 0337 28 1619 24
13 TH 0444 25 1745 22
14 F 06 04 24 1913 23
15 SA 07 24 25 2014 25
16 SuU 08 22 29 2059 28
17 M 0908 3.0 2138 3.0
18 Tu 09 49 33 2213 31
19 W 1028 34 2248 33
20 TH @ 1103 34 2322 34
21 F 1135 33 2353 34
22 SA 1203 31
23 SuU 0019 33 1228 3.0
24 M 0043 33 1253 30
25 Tu 0111 3.1 1326 28
26 W 0148 3.0 1407 25
27 TH 0235 26 1503 24
28 F 2 0337 25 16 25 22
29 SA 0454 25 17 46 23
30 Ssu 06 06 25 1852 25

Time Zone UT (GMT)
ADD 1 HOUR BETWEEN 31* MARCH & 26" OCTOBER TO ADJUST TO BST

Customer service line Incident hotline Floodline

03708 506 506 0800 80 70 60 ) . 0345 998 1188
Crown Copyright and / or database rights. Reproduced with the permission of Her Majesty’s

stationary office and the UK Hydrographic office. www.ukho.gov.uk LIT6460 SE/EAD/0121/E/V1
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ICOUNCIL RESPONSIBILITIES & CONTACTS

Recreation ground and play area (except the bowling green, sports pavilions, tennis[PPC
lcourts and cricket pitch which are leased to the Pett Sports Association)

Defibrillator and phone kiosk opposite the Royal Oak PPC
War memorial at Pett Church PPC
Several roadside benches, noticeboards, and village signs PPC
Website (PettNet); Pett & Pett Level News Magazine PPC
Roads (inc Road Markings, Road Signs, Drains, Potholes, fallen trees) ESCC
IVerges & Footpaths ESCC
Planning (applications, decisions, appeals, etc) [RDC
Refuse & Recycling RDC
Fly-Tipping & Pollution RDC
Dog & Pest Control RDC
Beach Bye-Laws RDC
Sea Wall at Pett Level [EA

PETT PARISH COUNCIL (PPC)

In addition to the above responsibilities PPC can also provide a parish wide view
lon planning applications. PPC may be able to help you find out who to contact if
lyou have a problem, can help escalate if your problem is not being dealt with,
and can assist in lobbying the relevant authorities in the event of continued
poor service.

COUNCILLORS

lAlan Crouch (Vice-Chair) 01424 813145
lAndrew Dunlop 01424 813368
AL Evans

Richard Homewood
George Locke
lAndrew Norcott
David Penfold (Chair)
PARISH CLERK

cllr.alan.crouch@pettnet.org.uk
cllr.andrew.dunlop@pettnet.org.uk
cllr.al.evans@pettnet.org.uk
cllr.richard.homewood@pettnet.org.uk
cllr.george.locke@pettnet.org.uk
cllr.andy.norcott@pettnet.org.uk
cllr.david.penfold@pettnet.org.uk

07802 729412
01424 813003

IMary Philo 01797 270790 clerk@pettnet.org.uk
Island Cottage, Swan Street, Wittersham, Kent, TN30 7PH
ITREE WARDEN
IMarcus Foster 07812 024070 mail@marcus-foster.com
FLOOD WARDEN

lAlan Crouch 01424 813145 cllr.alan.crouch@pettnet.org.uk

Cr

b

—

v

EAST SUSSEX COUNCIL (ESCC)

0345 6080190;  www.eastsussex.gov.uk
Councillor Keith Glazier 07957 377844
clir.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk

East Sussex
County Council

www .eastsussexhighways.com/report-a-problem g@

03708 506 506

ITHE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY (EA) @ Environment

Agency
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[VILLAGE CONTACTS

ARC

Badminton
Bowls Club

British Legion
Cricket Club

Dance Fitness
Flower Show
Gardening Club
Guardians of Pett
Churchyard
Churches in Pett and
Pett Level

- Friends
Pett Level Preservation
Trust
Pilates
Fitness Pilates
Pole Dancing
PVH Committee
Seaside Stitchers
Short Mat Bowls
Stoolball
Table Tennis
Tennis Club
Activate Youth Club
Village Voices
Wi
Yoga Class
OOMS FOR HIRE
ethodist Chapel
ports Pavilion
Village Hall
lew Beach Club

Paul Petley

Wendy Petley
Mary Saint

Brian Green
Andrew Dunlop
Laura Mitchell
Philippa Strickland
Bob Harris

Mike Wilkins

John Case

Heather Godwin
Theresa Noutch

Belinda Weber
Susan Trimmer
Jane Baldwin

Donna Gilbert
Brenda Kirkham
Janet Fuller
Alan Kenworthy
Stuart Ware
Wendy Hatch
Wendy Hatch
WI Secretary
Robin Hutt

Wendy Hatch
Stuart Ware
Clare Walker

07818 014610

07813 633013
813047

812450
813368
07527 105352
814384
07947 184176
07710 080148

07525 032198

07977 100296
814370

07403 256148

812185
07444 008034
01303 873227
07835 112566
07971 662068
812297
812297

813182

812297
07971 662068
07718 518053
812080

archiveresourcecentre@outlook.co
m
ttbadpett@outlook.com
mary@saintfamily.net

toffee35@gotadsl.co.uk

lauramitchell6é@sky.com
pstrickl@icloud.com
bob.june@btopenworld.com

churchwardenforpett@gmail.com

theresanoutch@aol.com

belinda.weber9@gmail.com
susantrimmerfitness@gmail.com
jane@mrzen.co.uk
pettvillagehall.co.uk
donnagilbert1@sky.com
beekirkham@btinternet.com

ttbadpett@outlook.com
petttennisclub@gmail.com
familyhatch1@gmail.com
familyhatch1@gmail.com
Pettwi1917@gmail.com
robinhutt@btinternet.com

familyhatch1@gmail.com
sjw@meadowshed.co.uk
clare.pettvillagehall@gmail.com
info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk
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Pett ® Guestling ® Ore » Hastings 347
IMEDICAL, CRISIS SUPPORT & ANIMAL WELFARE
| MONDAYS TO FRIDAYS exceptsankboliays ____________________________ JsAwRoas |
Hospitals & GP Surgeries ) R Hots Hols (B
Conquest & Eastbourne Hospitals 0300 131 4500 Pett Chick Hill 0819 0826 1012 1217 1402 1542 1547 0826 1402
Harold Road Surgery 01424 720878 Pett Church 0822 0829 1015 1220 1405 1545 1550 0829 1405
N Guestling Green School 0829 v w W w Ww ¥ h -
Hastings Old Town Surgery 01424 452800 Guestling The White Hart 0834 0834 1020 1225 1410 1550 1555 0834 1410
Ore The King's Head 0838 0838 1024 1229 1414 1554 1559 0838 1414
Other Numbers: Ore Post Office 0840 0840 1026 1231 1416 1556 0840 1416
ther Numbers: Milward Road Manor Road 0845 0845 1030 1235 1420 1600 0845 0952 1157 1420 1522
Samaritans 116 123 Hastings Queens Road W W 1035 1240 1425 1605 w0957 1202 1425 1527
" . 444 Hastings Harold Place 0849 0849 0849
Clt]zens AdV|ce . 03444 1 11 Hastings Rail Station %= 0851 0851 0851
RSPCA Emergency Services 0300 1234 999 Fairlight Glen 1603
Fairlight Cove Hotel 1609
PUBLIC ACCESS DEFIBRILLATORS Pett Level 1615
There are no Sunday or Bank Holiday buses on route 347,
Pett Level - Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat Boathouse — ) ) ;
Hols - This bus journey runs on Mondays to Fridays during school holidays only.
Pett Level - The New Beach Club Sch - This bus journey runs on schocldays only.
Pett - Telephone box opposite The Royal Oak on Elms Lane Rye | Fairlight | Hastings | Conquest Hospital 101
from 3 September 2023
. Meondays to Saturdays except public holidays [Sundays and public holidays
Pett - Village Hall Notes MF  Sch SSH NR NR NR NR
Rye Rail Station Stand A 0654 0748 0756 0856 Then 56 756 1856 2154 1034 1234 1434 1634
Winchelsea Beach Caravan Park 0704 0759 0807 0907 every 07 1807 1907 2205 1045 1245 1445 1645
EMERGENCY CONTACTS FOR UTILITIES Pett Level Canal Bank 0708 0BO3 08BN 09N hour 11 B 191 2209 1049 1249 1449 1649
Fairlight Cove Commanders Walk 0714 0BO9 0817 0917 at 17 wntil 1817 1917 2215 1055 1255 1455 1655
Fairlight Coastguard Lane 0720 0815 0823 0923 these 23 1823 1923 2221 101 1301 1801 1701
GAS LEAKS National Gas Emergency Service 0800 111 999 pi= Lo Op BESRRENE 0526 0920 times 28 28 1928 2226 106 1306 1606 1706
Hastings Railway Station arrive 0740 0852 0843 0943 43 1843 1943 2241 123 1323 1523 723
POWER CUT UK Power Networks 105 Bohemia Road Fire Station - - - - - 1947 - 128 1328 1528 1728
IWATER LEAK Southern Water emergency service 0800 820 999 [Bivertill Filing Station® R J - ws - mz 1332 53] 1732
Harrow Lane Ashdown House - - - . - - . - Nn37 1337 1537 W37
‘Conguest Hospital - - - - - - . - n42 1342 1542 1742
Notes | MF | Journey runs Mondays to Fridays only * Buses terminating at Silverhill stop in Chatham Road
Sch  Journey runs schooldays only GG Serves Guestling Green School at 0830 and Ore Post Office at 0838,
. SSH Joumney runs on Saturdays and school holidays only
BUS TIMETABLES: 347 and 101
Mondays to Saturdays except public holidays [Sundays and public holidays
Conquest Hospital 2045 1045 1245 1445 1645
. . Harrow Lane Ashdown House 2081 1049 1249 1449 1649
Hastings ® Ore ® Guestling e Pett 347 O Lonior P i s
Bohemia Road Fire Station 2101 0900 1100 1300 1500 1700
MONDAYS TO FRIDAYS except Bank Holidays [sarvRDAYs ] 'Hastings Railway Stn stop F . 0747 0B4T 0949 Then 49 749 1855 2106 0910 MO 130 1810 1710
Hols Sch Ore CoCp o711 0802 0902 1004 every 04 1804 1905 216 0923 m23 1323 1523 723
Huﬁng: Rail Slmjonﬁslan 1330 1510 1510 1330 1510 Fairlight Coastguard Lane 0715 0806 0906 1008 hour 08 1808 1909 2120 0927 w27 1327 1527 727
Queens Road opp. Priory Meadow Stop N 0945 1150 1335 1515 1515 1640 1740 0945 1150 1335 1515 1640 1740 Fairlight Cove Commanders Walk 0721 0812 0912 103 st 14 until 1814 1916 2126 0933 33 1333 1533 W33
Milward Road Manor Road 0950 1155 1340 1520 1520 1645 1745 0950 1155 1340 1520 1645 1745 Pett Level Canal Bank 0727 0818 0918 1020 these 20 1820 1921 2132 0939 139 1339 1539 1739
Ore Post Office 0955 1200 1345 1525 1525 1750 1345 1750 Winchelsea Beach Caravan Park 0731 0822 0922 1024 times 24 1824 1925 2136 0945 M45 1345 1545 1745
Ore The King's Head 0957 1202 1347 1527 1527 1752 1347 1752 Rye Rail Station 0743 0834 0934 1036 36 1836 1937 248 0957 NS7 1357 1557 757
Guestling The White Hart 1001 1206 1351 1531 1531 1756 1351 1756 NR NR NR NR NR
Guestling School v ¥ w ¥ 1534 - v -
Pett Church 1006 1211 1356 1536 1542 1801 1356 1801 NR On Sundays, buses continue
Pett Chick Hill 1009 1214 1359 1539 1545 1804 1359 1804 For other buses between Rye and Hastings, see timetable for route 100. to or from New Romney - see

For other buses between Hastings and Conquest Hospital, see timetables for routes 28, 29 and 100. route 100 timetable for full details

Timetables are subject to change

Timetables are subject to change Check before you travel

Check before you travel
Visit: www.stagecoachbus.com or download the Stagecoach app to view live bus times or
call them on 0345 241 8000

Visit: www.stagecoachbus.com or download the Stagecoach app to view live bus times or
call them on 0345 241 8000
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Pett WI
Winter Fair

Saturday 15th November 2025
10am - 3pm

STALLS REFRESHMENTS RAFFLE

Pett Village Hall, Pett, TN35 4HB

FREE PARKING FREE ENTRY

o Pett Village Fairs PettWI.Fairs
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